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Word of the President of Usek University
Fr. Prof. Georges Hobeika
For the Doctorate Honoris Causa of H.E. Gilbert Chagoury
July 13, 2017

Honorable audience,

This year our Commencement is marked by the presence of a great figure from Lebanon,
“a family man at heart”, a man who could spread wide his wings of success and wander
in different parts of the world, sowing good deeds and reaping the love and appreciation

of everyone who has known him.
Ambassador Gilbert Chagoury,

We are honored and exhilarated to have you today as our guest of honor and as our keynote

speaker for this 2017 Commencement Ceremony.

Your momentous career path and your vigorous journey in the world of business,
diplomacy, and economy among other fields are loud and clear illustrations of the voyager
you are: A voyager deeply rooted in the Lebanese identity and in his native land, Lebanon,
“while always keeping an eye on the horizon”, and aspiring a better world with better

opportunities for young generations.



Originating from a Northern hometown, Mizyara, that is not very far from the Cedars of
Lebanon, Ambassador Gilbert Chagoury undertook a “clever adventure” in a silently
outspoken life, he scaled alps, strived with countless and endless challenges while

maintaining splendid virtues.

Excellency Chagoury, Ambassador of Santa Lucia to the Holy See, and Permanent
Delegate to UNESCO and the United Nations in Geneva, the honor awards you acquired
throughout the past years from the highest authorities in the world, and namely the distinct
honor of the Order of Saint Gregory the Great at the rank of Commander awarded by His
Holiness Pope John Paul 11, and later on the Grand Cross, highest distinction of the Order
of Saint Gregory the Great, awarded by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, are all signs of
appreciation for your great generosity, your genuine openheartedness, and your

unwavering faith.

In recognition of your meritorious deeds, your exceptional accomplishments and your
outstanding contributions to society, the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik is proud to

bestow upon you the Doctorate Honoris Causa.

May this honorary degree be a reminder of your distinguished achievements and an

inspiration to our graduates - Class of 2017.



