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Abstract

The profession of medicine is based on the contractual liability. The primary
obligation of the physician is to provide conscientious and attentive care to
the patient. Consequently he is committed to look after the patient and give
him all the necessary treatment in that purpose. This will obviously lead
to some misunderstandings regarding the malpractice versus the medical
liability. With a malpractice crisis spreading across Lebanon, it is a suitable
time to analyze the current situation in the light of the goals of the liability
system.
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Lebanon and Neutrality: A legal approach
to the concept of neutrality
under public international law
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Abstract

Since the 1930s, the Patriarch Antoun Arida raised concerns related
to including coexistence and minority rights in Lebanon, governance
and independence, freedom, citizenship, personal status and the issue of
Lebanon’s neutrality in its relation with other countries.

Maronite Patriarchs have always dreamed of a homeland in which they
live free and equal in rights and obligations with other minorities in this
part of the world. In June 2012, Lebanese leaders agreed in “The Baabda
Declaration” emanating from the national dialogue to follow neutrality
policy for Lebanon and keep away the country from regional and
international conflicts and negative repercussions of regional tensions and

crises.
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This article tackles the issue of the possibility for a neutral State to take a
position toward a certain conflict or an abusing behavior of another State.
Accordingly, neutrality is defined under international law and a distinction
is made between situational neutrality and permanent neutrality, before
moving on to talk about the neutral State's rights and duties based on the
Hague conventions on the laws of war and war crimes.
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